
PABLO OID - CALIFORNIA VEHICLE CODES  

 

VC§ 21950.  Right-of-Way at Crosswalks 

(a)  The driver of a vehicle shall yield the right-of-way to a pedestrian crossing the 

roadway within any marked crosswalk or within any unmarked crosswalk at an 

intersection, except as otherwise provided in this chapter. 

(b)  This section does not relieve a pedestrian from the duty of using due care for his 

or her safety. No pedestrian may suddenly leave a curb or other place of safety and 

walk or run into the path of a vehicle that is so close as to constitute an immediate 

hazard. No pedestrian may unnecessarily stop or delay traffic while in a marked or 

unmarked crosswalk. 

(c)  The driver of a vehicle approaching a pedestrian within any marked or unmarked 

crosswalk shall exercise all due care and shall reduce the speed of the vehicle or take 

any other action relating to the operation of the vehicle as necessary to safeguard the 

safety of the pedestrian. 

(d)  Subdivision (b) does not relieve a driver of a vehicle from the duty of exercising 

due care for the safety of any pedestrian within any marked crosswalk or within any 

unmarked crosswalk at an intersection. 

(Amended by Stats. 2000, Ch. 833, Sec. 8. Effective January 1, 2001.) 

 

VC§ 21954.  Pedestrians Outside Crosswalks 

(a)  Every pedestrian upon a roadway at any point other than within a marked 

crosswalk or within an unmarked crosswalk at an intersection shall yield the right-of-way 

to all vehicles upon the roadway so near as to constitute an immediate hazard. 

(b)  The provisions of this section shall not relieve the driver of a vehicle from the 

duty to exercise due care for the safety of any pedestrian upon a roadway. 

(Amended by Stats. 1971, Ch. 1015.) 

 

 

 



VC§ 23123.5.  Text Messaging While Driving 

(a)  A person shall not drive a motor vehicle while using an electronic wireless 

communications device to write, send, or read a text-based communication.  

(b)  As used in this section "write, send, or read a text-based communication" means 

using an electronic wireless communications device to manually communicate with any 

person using a text-based communication, including, but not limited to, communications 

referred to as a text message, instant message, or electronic mail.  

(c)  For purposes of this section, a person shall not be deemed to be writing, reading, 

or sending a text-based communication if the person reads, selects, or enters a 

telephone number or name in an electronic wireless communications device for the 

purpose of making or receiving a telephone call.  

(d)  A violation of this section is an infraction punishable by a base fine of twenty 

dollars ($20) for a first offense and fifty dollars ($50) for each subsequent offense.  

(e)  This section does not apply to an emergency services professional using 

an electronic wireless communications device while operating an authorized 

emergency vehicle, as defined in Section 165, in the course and scope of his or 

her duties.  

(Added by Stats. 2008, SB 28, Ch. 270, Sec. 2. Effective January 1, 2009.) 

 

SEE BELOW FOR THE DEFINITION CITED IN ABOVE SCTION 

 

VC§ 165.  Authorized Emergency Vehicle 

An authorized emergency vehicle is:  

(a)  Any publicly owned and operated ambulance, lifeguard, or lifesaving equipment 

or any privately owned or operated ambulance licensed by the Commissioner of the 

California Highway Patrol to operate in response to emergency calls.  

(b)  Any publicly owned vehicle operated by the following persons, agencies, or 

organizations:  

(1)  Any federal, state, or local agency, department, or district employing peace 

officers as that term is defined in Chapter 4.5 (commencing with Section 830) of Part 2 

of Title 3 of the Penal Code, for use by those officers in the performance of their duties.  



(2)  Any forestry or fire department of any public agency or fire department organized 

as provided in the Health and Safety Code.  

(c)  Any vehicle owned by the state, or any bridge and highway district, and equipped 

and used either for fighting fires, or towing or servicing other vehicles, caring for injured 

persons, or repairing damaged lighting or electrical equipment.  

(d)  Any state-owned vehicle used in responding to emergency fire, rescue, or 

communications calls and operated either by the California Emergency Management 

Agency or by any public agency or industrial fire department to which the California 

Emergency Management Agency has assigned the vehicle.  

(e)  Any vehicle owned or operated by any department or agency of the United 

States government when the vehicle is used in responding to emergency fire, 

ambulance, or lifesaving calls or is actively engaged in law enforcement work.  

(f)  Any vehicle for which an authorized emergency vehicle permit has been issued 

by the Commissioner of the California Highway Patrol. 

(Amended by Stats. 2010, AB 2791, Ch. 618, Sec. 291. Effective January 1, 2011.) 

(Amended by Stats. 1983, Ch. 1292, Sec. 8.) 

 

VC§ 21052.  Public Officers and Employees 

The provisions of this code applicable to the drivers of vehicles upon the highways 

apply to the drivers of all vehicles while engaged in the course of employment by this 

State, any political subdivision thereof, any municipal corporation, or any district, 

including authorized emergency vehicles subject to those exemptions granted such 

authorized emergency vehicles in this code. 

 (Enacted by Stats. 1959, Ch. 3.) 


